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General Standards for Secondary Stage

Domain 1: Reading

1. Learners construct meaning from written text.

2. Learners develop cognitive/ metacognitive strategies to facilitate reading.

3. Learners understand the practices and values of both national and target
cultures.

4. Learners practise higher level thinking skills while reading.

Domain 2: Writing

1. Learners write for a variety of audiences, purposes and in various forms to
communicate meaning, ideas and emotions.

2. Learners develop writing processes to enhance their written products.

3. Learners demonstrate awareness of the practices and values of both
national and target cultures while writing.

4. Learners practise higher level thinking skills while writing.

5. Learners translate from English into Arabic and vice versa.

Domain 3: Vocabulary and Structure

1. Learners develop vocabulary through a variety of ways.
2. Learners use morphology and lexicon accurately and appropriately.
3. Learners use syntax to communicate meaning accurately and appropriately.
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Specifications for First Year Secondary Examination

Marks: 20 First Paper Time: 2 hours

A. Vocabulary and Structure (16 Marks)

1. Choose the TWO (2) correct answers out of the FIVE (5) options given:
(2 Marks)
TWO (2) multiple response questions based on vocabulary, with FIVE (5)
options each are provided. Students are asked to choose the TWO (2) correct
answers out of the FIVE (5) options given.
(One mark each - half a mark for each option)

2. Choose the correct answer from a, b, c or d: (14 Marks)

FOURTEEN (14) multiple choice questions, with FOUR (4) options each
(7 vocabulary and 7 structure) are provided. Students are asked to choose the
correct answer out of the FOUR (4) options given.

(One mark each)

B. Translation (4 Marks)

3. a. Choose the correct Arabic translation froma, b, cord: (2 Marks)

A short English text from 10-12 words is provided. FOUR (4) Arabic
translations options are also given. Students are asked to choose the correct
Arabic translation from a, b, c or d.

b. Choose the correct English translation from a, b, c or d: (2 Marks)

A short Arabic text from 10-12 words is provided. FOUR (4) English translations
options are also given. Students are asked to choose the correct English
translation from a, b, c or d.
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Specifications for First Year Secondary Examination

Marks: 12 Second Paper Time: 2 hours

A.Reading (7 Marks)

1.Read the following passage, then answer the questions:

An unseen text of about 100-120 words is provided. This may be a story, a factual
text, a letter, or an e-mail. Students are asked to answer SEVEN (7) multiple-
choice questions with FOUR (4) options each. (One mark each)

The questions MUST test each of the following reading comprehension skills:
giving the main idea

skimming and scanning

summarizing

explaining events, procedures, concepts, ...etc.

making inference and prediction

comparing and contrast ideas, opinions, ...etc.

evaluating characters, opinions, ... etc.

B. Novel (1.5 Marks)

2.Answer the following questions: (1.5 marks)

Students are asked to answer THREE (3) open ended critical thinking questions.
Their responses should be provided with reasonable justifications.

(Half a mark each)

C. Writing (3.5 Marks)

3.Write an essay of about NINETY words on the following topic: (3.5 marks)

Students are asked to write an essay of about NINETY (90) words on a given
topic appealing to their age, interests, likes, aspirations, etc. The title of the essay
should be self-explanatory (i.e. easy to understand). No guidance is given.

(One mark for relevance of ideas — Half a mark for choice of vocabulary —
Half a mark for grammar — Half a mark for punctuation — Half a mark for
spelling — Half a mark for organization).
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Specifications for Second Year Secondary Examination

Marks: 19 First Paper Time: 2 hours

A.Vocabulary and Structure (15 Marks)

1. Choose the correct answer from a, b, c or d: (15 Marks)

FIFTEEN (15) multiple choice questions, with FOUR (4) options each
(6 vocabulary and 9 structure) are provided. Students are asked to choose the
correct answer out of the FOUR (4) options given. (One mark each)

B. Translation (4 Marks)

2. a. Choose the correct Arabic translation from a, b, c or d: (2 Marks)

A short English text from 10-12 words is provided. FOUR (4) Arabic translations
options are also given. Students are asked to choose the correct Arabic translation
froma, b, cord.

b. Choose the correct English translation from a, b, c or d: (2 Marks)

A short Arabic text from 10-12 words is provided. FOUR (4) English translations
options are also given. Students are asked to choose the correct English
translation from a, b, c or d.
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Specifications for Second Year Secondary Examination

Marks: 13 Second Paper Time: 2 hours

A. Reading (8 Marks)

1. Read the following passage, then answer the guestions: (8 Marks)

An unseen text of about 100 to 120 words is provided. This may be a story, a
factual text, an e-mail or a dialogue. Students are asked to answer EIGHT (8)
multiple-choice questions with FOUR (4) options each

The questions MUST test_each of the following reading comprehension skills:

e giving the main idea

skimming and scanning

identifying specific details

summarizing

explaining events, procedures, concepts, ...etc.

making inference and prediction

comparing and contrast ideas, opinions, ...etc.

evaluating characters, opinions, ... etc.

(One mark each)

B. Novel (1.5 Marks)

2.Answer the following questions:

Students are asked to answer THREE (3) open ended critical thinking questions.
Their responses should be provided with reasonable justifications.

(Half a mark each)

C. Writing (3.5 Marks)

3.Write an essay of about ONE HUNDRED (100) words on the following
topic: (3.5 marks)

Students are asked to write an essay of about ONE HUNDRED (100) words on a
given topic appealing to their age, interests, likes, aspirations, etc. The title of the
essay should be self-explanatory (i.e. easy to understand). No guidance is given.
(One mark for relevance of ideas — Half a mark for choice of vocabulary —
Half a mark for grammar — Half a mark for punctuation — Half a mark for
spelling — Half a mark for organization).
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OR

Write an e-mail to of about ONE HUNDRED (100) words on the following:
(3.5 marks)

Students are asked to write an e-mail of about ONE HUNDRED (100) words on
a given topic. The topic of the e-mail should be self-explanatory (i.e. easy to

understand). The name of the sender, addressee and the subject should be
provided.

(One mark for relevance of ideas — Half a mark for choice of vocabulary —
Half a mark for grammar — Half a mark for punctuation — Half a mark for
spelling — Half a mark for organization).
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