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General Standards for Preparatory Stage

Domain 1: Listening

1. Learners identify and discriminate sounds, stress and intonation patterns.

2. Learners listen and respond to spoken discourse from a variety of sources.

3. Learners gain knowledge and understanding of target cultures through
listening.

4. Learners practise higher level thinking skills while listening.

Domain 2: Reading

1. Learners construct meaning from written text.

2. Learners develop cognitive/ metacognitive strategies to facilitate reading.

3. Learners understand the practices and values of both national and target
cultures.

4. Learners practise higher level thinking skills while reading.

Domain 3: Writing

1. Learners write for variety of audiences, purposes and in various forms to
communicate meaning, ideas and emotions.

2. Learners develop writing process to enhance their written products.

3. Learners demonstrate awareness of the practices and values of both national
and target cultures while writing.

4. Learners practice higher level thinking skills while writing.

5. Learners translate from English into Arabic and vice versa.

Domain 4: Vocabulary and Structure

1. Learners develop vocabulary through a variety of ways.
2. Learners use morphology and lexicon accurately and appropriately.
3. Learners use syntax to communicate meaning accurately and appropriately.
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First Year Preparatory

Marks: 30 Time: Two hours and half

A. Listening (6 Marks)

1. Listen and choose the correct answer from a, b, c or d:

Students listen to a text from (25 — 30) words. Topics should be from the Set
Books. Students listen and answer FOUR (4) multiple choice questions with
FOUR (4) options each. (One mark and a half each)

B. Language Functions (5 Marks)

2. Choose the correct word from the list to complete the dialogue:

A list of FIVE (5) words followed by a dialogue of TEN (10) exchanges with
FIVE (5) deletions (3 responses & 2 stimuli) is provided. Students are asked to
choose the correct word to complete the dialogue. The first sentence is given in
full. (One mark each)

C. Reading Comprehension (9 Marks)

3. Read the following, then answer the guestions:

An unseen text of about EIGHTY (80) words is provided. This can be a short
story, a factual text, a timetable or a letter. Most lexical items and all structures
in the text should be from the Set Books. The students are required to answer
SIX (6) multiple-choice questions with FOUR (4) options each. These
questions should test the following reading comprehension skills:

e Giving the main idea (1 question)
e Extracting information (2 questions)
e Understanding reference (1 question)

e Guessing the meaning of vocabulary in context (1 question)
e Critical thinking skill (1 question)
(One mark and a half each)

D. Vocabulary & Structure (5 Marks)

4. Choose the correct answer from a, b, c or d: (5 Marks)

TEN (10) multiple-choice items (6 vocabulary & 4 structures) based on the Set
Books are provided. Students are asked to choose the correct answer from the
FOUR (4) options given. (Half a mark each)
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5. Complete the sentences with the correct form of the word(s) in

brackets: (1 Mark)
TWO (2) structure sentences are provided. Students are asked to complete the
sentences with the correct form of the word(s) in brackets. The given word(s) in
brackets could be verbs, adjectives, adverbs...etc. related to what students have
studied. (Half a mark each)

E. Writing (4 Marks)
6. Write a paragraph of about SIXTY (60) words on......: (4 Marks)

The students are asked to write a paragraph from FIFYTY-FIVE (55) to
SIXTY-FIVE (65) words on a specific topic related to the Set Books.

(One mark for relevance of ideas —One mark for related vocabulary — Two
marks for writing conventions: spelling, punctuation and grammar “Three
mistakes are accepted. Repeated mistakes are marked once only”)

OR
Write an email of about SIXTY (60) words on ....: (4 Marks)

Students are asked to write an email from FIFYTY-FIVE (55) to SIXTY-
FIVE (65) words on a specific topic related to the Set Books. The topic of the
e-mail should be self-explanatory (i.e. easy to understand). The name of the
sender, addressee and the subject should be provided.

(One mark for relevance of ideas —One mark for related vocabulary — Two
marks for writing conventions: spelling, punctuation and grammar “Three
mistakes are accepted. Repeated mistakes are marked once only”)
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Second Year Preparatory

Marks: 30 Time: Two hours and half

A. Listening (6 Marks)

1. Listen and choose the correct answer from a, b, cord: (4 Marks)

Students listen to a text from (30 — 35) words. Topics should be related to the
Set Books. Students listen and answer FOUR (4) multiple choice questions
with FOUR (4) options each. (One mark and a half each)

B. Language Functions (5 Marks)

2. Choose the correct word from the list to complete the dialoque:

A list of FIVE (5) words followed by a dialogue of TEN (10) exchanges with
FIVE (5) deletions (3 responses & 2 stimuli) is provided. Students are asked to
choose the correct word to complete the dialogue. The first sentence is given in
full. (One mark each)

C. Reading Comprehension (9 Marks)

3. Read the following, then answer the questions:

An unseen text of about ONE HUNDRED (100) words is provided. This can
be a short story, a factual text, a timetable or a letter. Most lexical items and all
structures in the text should be from the Set Books. The students are required to
answer S1X (6) multiple-choice questions with FOUR (4) options each.

These questions should test the following reading comprehension skills:

e Giving the main idea (1 question)
e Extracting information (2 questions)
e Understanding reference (1 question)

e Guessing the meaning of vocabulary in context (1 question)

e Critical thinking skill (1 question)
(One mark and a half each)

D. Vocabulary & Structure (5 Marks)

4. Choose the correct answer from a, b, c or d: (5 Marks)
TEN (10) multiple-choice items (6 vocabulary & 4 structures) based on the Set
Books are provided. Students are asked to choose the correct answer from the
FOUR (4) options given. (Half a mark each)
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5. Complete the sentences with the correct form of the word(s) in
brackets:

(1 Mark)

TWO (2) structure sentences are provided. Students are asked to complete the
sentences with the correct form of the word(s) in brackets. The given word(s) in
brackets could be verbs, adjectives, adverbs...etc. related to what students have
studied. (Half a mark each)

E. Writing (4 Marks)
6. Write a paragraph of about SEVENTY (70) words on....:

Students are asked to write a paragraph from SIXTY-FIVE (65) to SEVENTY
FIVE (75) words on a specific topic related to the Set Books.

(One mark for relevance of ideas —One mark for related vocabulary — Two
marks for writing conventions: spelling, punctuation and grammar.

“Three mistakes are accepted. Repeated mistakes are marked once only”)
OR
Write an email of about SEVENTY (70) words on....:

Students are asked to write an email from SIXTY-FIVE (65) to SEVENTY FIVE
(75) words on a specific topic related to the Set Books. The topic of the e-mail
should be self-explanatory (i.e. easy to understand). The name of the sender,
addressee and the subject should be provided.

One mark for relevance of ideas —One mark for related vocabulary — Two
marks for writing conventions: spelling, punctuation and grammar.

“Three mistakes are accepted. Repeated mistakes are marked once only”)
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Third Year Preparatory

Marks: 15 First Paper Time: Two hours

A. Language Functions (5 Marks)

1. Choose the correct word from the list to complete the dialoque:

A list of SIX (6) words followed by a dialogue of TEN (10) exchanges with
FIVE (5) deletions (3 responses & 2 stimuli) is provided. Students are asked to
choose the correct word to complete the dialogue. The first sentence is given in
full. (One mark each)

B. Reading Comprehension (10 Marks)

2. Read and complete the text with words from the following list: (4 Marks)

An unseen text from FIFTY (50) to SIXTY (60) words with FOUR (4)
deletions (3 vocabulary & 1 structure) is provided. Students are asked to fill in
the FOUR (4) deletions from a list of SIX (6) words (4 vocabulary & 2
structures).

(One mark each)

3. Read the following text, then answer the questions: (6 Marks)

An unseen text from ONE HUNDRED (100) to ONE HUNDRED and
TWENTY (120) words is provided. This can be a short story, a factual text, or
an email. Most lexical items and all structures in the text should be from the Set
Books. Students are asked to answer SIX (6) MCQs with FOUR (4) options
each, dealing with the following reading comprehension skills:

- Determine the main idea of a text. (1 question)
- Skim and scan grade appropriate text. (2 questions)
- Make inference about grade appropriate text. (1 question)
- Summarizing a text. (1 question)

Make prediction about upcoming events in a story or information in a text.
(1 question)

(One mark each)
NOTE:
Sufficient spaces must be left to answer each question if the answer is on
the same question paper.
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Third Year Preparatory

Marks:15 Second Paper Time: Two hours

A. Vocabulary and Structure (11 Marks)

1. Choose the correct answer from a, b, c or d: (10 Marks)
TEN (10) multiple-choice questions (6 vocabulary & 4 structures) based on the
Set Books are provided. Students are asked to choose the correct answer out of
the FOUR (4) options given. The vocabulary questions should test students’
knowledge of:

- Definitions (2 questions)
- Synonyms /Antonyms (1 question)
- Suffixes / Prefixes (1 question)

- Guessing meaning from the text (2 questions)
(One mark each)

2. Complete the sentences with the correct form of the word(s) in brackets:
(1Mark)
TWO (2) structure sentences are provided. Students are asked to complete the
sentences with the correct form of the word(s) in brackets. The given word(s) in
brackets could be verbs, adjectives, adverbs...etc. related to what students have
studied. (Half a mark each)

B. Writing (4 Marks)

3. Write EIGHTY (80) words on the following:

Students are asked to write from SEVENTY FIVE (75) to EIGHTY FIVE
(85) words on a specific topic related to the Set Books in ONE of the following
writing forms:

- A review

- A short story

- A biography

(One mark for relevance of ideas —One mark for related vocabulary — Two
marks for writing conventions: spelling, punctuation and grammar “Three
mistakes are accepted. Repeated mistakes are marked once only”)
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